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Abstract 

 

A majority of the existing research on women’s use of violence focuses on intimate partner violence, 

often excluding other types of violence for which women may be incarcerated. The current study 

expands this area of research by assessing between and within-group differences among a randomly 

selected group of incarcerated women (n = 543). Comparisons between violent and nonviolent offense 

types among women found few differences, but significant differences among women with an assaultive 

offense, based on the presence or absence of a self-reported uncaught violence, were found. 

Differences in women with isolated (i.e., single incident of violence perpetration through a review of 

formal and self-report data) and patterned uses of violence were present in relation to issues of mental 

health, substance abuse, criminogenic risk, and expressions of anger and personality factors. These 

findings have important implications for intervention as well as future research. 
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