Combat-Related Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Criminal
Responsibility Determinations in the Post-lraqg Era: A Review and Case
Report

Richard L. Frierson, MD

J Am Acad Psychiatry Law 41:1:79-84 (March 2013)

Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law
http://www.jaapl.org/content/41/1/79.short

Abstract

Since 2002, hundreds of thousands of United States troops have returned from the Iraq and Afghanistan
theaters, many after multiple deployments. The high suicide rate and high prevalence of mood
disorders, substance use disorders, and posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in this population have
been widely reported. Many returning soldiers have had difficulty adjusting to civilian life, and some
have incurred legal charges. In this article, | review the prevalence and legal implications of combat-
related PTSD in this population, including how symptoms of PTSD may be relevant in criminal
responsibility determinations in jurisdictions that use a M'Naughten standard or American Law Institute
(ALI) Model Penal Code test for criminal responsibility. Finally, an actual case in which a criminal
defendant was found to lack criminal responsibility in a M'Naughten jurisdiction because of PTSD
symptoms at the time of the alleged offense will be presented.
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